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REMARKS 

« .he =ut=e., applicant wl.he, to rhan.. E»a»iae. 
Bethany L. C.Ue, fo. t.e ==u„.,i.3 .xte„.,d d„.in, the pe.aonal 
interview held oh October 29. 2002 with the under3i,hea attorney. 
The Examiner. = careful attention to the application on that 
occasion is sincerely appreciated. 

Clai,.= 26 and 36 were rejected under 35 OSC 112, second 
paragraph, as they allegedly failed to provide sufficient 
antecedent basis for the ter. -accon^odation" in line 3 of each 

of chese claims. 

Reconsideration of the above rejection is respectfully 

requested for the following reasons. 

AS was explained during the interview, line 2 of each 
.hese claims recites a nuM>,r of a=c=n«odati=ns. and 
consequently the expression "each accommodation" has sufficient 
antecedent basis. Ourln, the interview, upon reconsideration, 
.he Examiner .indly Indicated that claims 26 and 36 were free of 

. . • ^5 use 112, second paragraph, 

any critLicisiu under -^^ ' 

Claims 26-30 were rejected under 35 USC 102 ,b, as being 
anticipated by BATKINS 5.787,641. 

Claims 31. 32 and 38 were rejected under 35 OS. 103 (a, 
a, being unpatentable over WATKIKS. The Official Action states 
that the patented reference fails to disclose that the walls are 
of a thickness of less than 2.5 ^lU^eters . Nevertheless, it rs 
included that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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-I i-ho walls of the boundary of a 
skill in Che art to have made the walls or 

» -KV^e same would be an obvious 
thickness of 2.5 millimeters as the same wo 

itiacter of choice in design- 

Claims 33 .»a 34 were rejeced under 35 .SC 103,., as 
.,i„, „.p«a„t.ble over W.TKI.S in view of European reference 
„5 The secondary European reference i, relied upon a, 

.ealhin, .e«,onal ac=o»»oaa.ion= . I. is --^^-^ed chat ic would 
have been obvious « one of ordinary a.iH in the arr « have 
designed rhe acco:»„odations of »ATKI«S in a hexagonal 
configuration, a= raught by rhe European reference. 

Claims 35-37 were rejected under 35 OSC 103,,, as being 
unpatentable over WMKIKS in view of European reference 565,201. 

f.r.nce is relied upon as teaching the use of an 

This European reference xs rex-L*r 

accommodation for a tulip bulb. 

Keconsideratlon of the above rejections is respectfully 

requested for the following reasons. 

J, explained during the interview, the device 

described by the WATKINS reference functions to receive a single 
p,,„r, together with soil. This single plant is received in the 
„pper part of the WMKI« device, with roots extending in the 
four accomodations 40, which are separated by baffle 43. As was 

*.v>^ao haffles 42 are not intended to 
urged during the interview, these baffles 

v^i-hpr they function to provide a 
act as clamping means; rather, tney 

-i.^ clear from Figure 3 of this 
separation between the roots, as xs clear 

Tinea 26-34 at column 16 of the 
patented reference. Moreover, Ixnes 
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t-.^e that the root barrier plates 42 separate 
WATKINS reference state that tne 

o-„ar-o into non-coiranuni eating 
th, low« portion of the receiving sp.c 

co.pa.t.,nt, .0. . ,iven root ,towin, out»..dlv .^o. . pl-nt = 
.te. ,.te» into .t „o=t on. o. the co.p«t.ent. .0, .na t.«,.. 
.e=o... confine, within s.ch co„P»t.e„t . Eventu.ily, the root, 

•n vnii- the soil together n.nto 
growing in each compartment will knit the . 

„=rt from the container, these units 
oohesi>.e units. When removed from the 

.pp.„ « weage-sheped root lo.es. =3 is .epictea .y reference 
i„ .igur. 3. Although there ere four .cco^odations 40 depicted 
i„ .he WATKIHS device, these acco^dations do not function to 
.eceiv, four plants, .ut only to receive a quarter of the roots. 

It follow, that these root l=arrier plate, 42 do not 
.,ve anv clamping functions, hut mer.l. serve to segregate the 
,oots of the plant. In addition, the «.TK™s reference simply 

the bottom being 

fails to disclose or suggest an opening at the 

4-v.« H-ire>ction in which the 
delimited by a cutting edge acting in the dxrectio 

bulb is removed from the accommodation, a, is recited in 
eppiicant-s independent claims. Indeed, element .a in the 
„..KX»S device is a protrusion base opening, which serves to 
permit excess gravitational water to escape into a centered floor 
drain hole in the base of the associated plant container, 
conseguently. this protrusion base opening .3 is not a cutting 

■ir, u,hich the bulb is removed from 
edge acting in the direction xn which the 

the acconuaodation, as claimed by applicant. 

is reflected in the E.a^iner's Interview Summary 
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.e=o.d, orde. to advance prosecution of this application, and 
,o Jurther distinguish fro. the WATKISS reference, the 
independent claims and 36 have heen .:«nded so as to eliminate 
the .eans-plus-function ciause of "cia^pin, .cans" . Indeed, 
these amended claims now recite that each of the accommodation. 
Which is delimited by periphery boundary walls has a^luralit-L^ 

.^H1v e,tend 1n. poeitioning je ^h^rs for cla^pi n^ 

in addition, each positioning member is recited to have a 
free edqe > 

in the WATKINS device, the barrier plates 42 cannot 
reasonably be construed to constitute radially inwardly extending 

, rKe bulb. Moreover, these 

positioning meinbers for clampxng the 

barrier plates do_not have a free edge- 

While the secondary European references may disclose 
.he features for which they were relied upon, they nevertheless 
fail to rexuedy the fundanvental shortcomings of the basic primary 
reference to WATKINS. so as to render the herein-claimed subject 
..tter obvious within the meaning of 35 OSC 103. Indeed, both 
European references fail .o disclose or suggest a plurality of 
radially inwardly extending positioning rue.:^ers for clamping the 
t^ulb, with each positioning member having a free edge. 

During the interview, the Examiner kindly indicated 
that the Changes made hereto to the independent claims would 
appear to patentably distinguish from the applied references. 

in view Of the recen. inca.view, the present amendment 
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^ ^ ii- believed that this 
=„d .he f=re,=in, r.mar.s, therefore, xt b 

. . has been placed in ==r>dxri<=n for allowanoe . 

application has Deen 

•H .lo„ .nd »llo».n=e are accordingly earnestly 
Reconsideration ana 

solicited. 

^K^^o «re anv questions relating to 
In the event that there are any q 

1-0 the application in general, it would be 
this amendment or to the appii 

.^A i-«»leDhone the undersigned 
^^.red if the Examiner would telepnone 
appreciatsa i-i- 

+-v, = i- -hhe crosecution ot 
attorney concerning such questions so that 

this application may be expedited. 

= TT,«-rked-UP version of the changes 
Attached hereto is a marked up ve 

^.e to the clai:.. The attache, page i, captioned -v..sx™ WXXH 
MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE." 

Respectfully submitted, 
YOUNG & THOMPSON 


By 



Benoit Castel 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 35,041 
745 South 23rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone: (7 03)521-2297 


October 30, 2002 
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TM THE CLAIMS : \ 

Claim 26 has been amended as follows: 

ae. (amended, . A bulb tray, co.pri.in. a plas.ic body 

^ o H-o-r receiving one bulb in each 

having a nuinber of accormnodatxons for rece. g . 

. .ion each of said accoxnmodations being delxmxted by 

accommodation, eacn oj. 3>=v 

peripheral boundary vails Ha_iavina^.Ei-aliJ^- ■ 

^^^^^^^.^ ...ber havin,_^,fr^a^> — ^ ^ 

posi.ion, each accomodation is provided at the top with an 

• 4»or- the bulb and is at least partially open at: 
insertion opening for the bU±D an 

.K. .=.to... t.. openm, a. ..e bo«o. .ain, deli«i«d by a 
ed,e ac.i„, in t.e direc.io. in whic. ..e b.lb i. re^.ed 
.ro» .h, .c==^=d«i=nE. and cla:^ing ™.an= for cla^pin, b.lb 
in each accommodation] . 

Claim 27 has been amended as follows: 

27. (amended) The bulb tray according to claim 2 S. 

=^«l oositioning members comprise plates 

wherein said [clamping means] positionin2 

, ^ ^v.o^ into said accommodation from the 
extending increasingly further into 

insertion opening to the bottom of the accon^odation . 
Claim 29 has been amended as follows: 

29. (amended) The bulb tray according to claim 26, 
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cutting edges. 

Clain. 30 has been amended as follows: 

30 (an^ended) The bulb tray according ro claim 26, 

..ereln each accc^^oda.ion co.p.i.es a. l.asc .hree ^cla.ping 


me 


ans] positioni ng members. 


Claim 32 has been amended as follows: 

32. (amended) The bulb tray according to claim 26, 
..erein said ^clamping meansl E^s^ onin, meters comprise strips 
of material fixed at the top of said accommodations for 
resiliently clamping the plants. 

Claim 3 4 has been amended as follows: 

34 (amended) The bulb tray according to claim 33, 
Wherein said [clamping means! positioning members extend f.om a 


CO 


rner point of said hexagon. 


Claim 35 has been amended as follows: 

35 (amended) The bulb tray according to claim 26, 
„.ere.n [saidl ^ accon^odation is designed to ta.e a tulip 


bulb. 
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Claim 3 6 has been amended as follows: 

36. (amended) A cultivation system comprising a bulb 
tray having a plastic body and a number of accoininodations for 
receiving bulbs, each accommodation being delimited by peripheral 
boundary walls and having a plural itv of radially inwardly 

extending positioning members for clamping the bulbj each 

positioning member having a free edge , each accommodation being 
provided at the top with an insertion opening for the bulb, and 
being at least partially open at the bottom, the opening at the 
bottom being delimited by a cutting edge acting in the direction 
in which the bulb is removed from the accominodation; [clamping 
means for clamping the bulb in each accommodation;] a container 
which takes said bulb tray; and a free space delimited between 
the bottom of the tray and the base of the container. 
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